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As autumn leaves continued to fall in the first week of Novem-
ber, 1969, the controversy over the United States involvement in
Vietnam continued to be the major focus of national news. The
anti-War movement displayed the growing divisions within the
fabric of our nation. The October 15th “Moratorium” was the
prelude to what would be a massive march on Washington sched-

uled for November 15th. President Nixon, in an effort to explain : \

his administration’s road map for Vietnam, spoke to the nation “Silent Majority" Speseh : “Us: sty
on November 3rd. In a speech covered by all major networks, d
Nixon reviewed the history of U.S. involvement in Vietnam and
explained his agenda to “win America’s peace” He revealed some
of the strategies in dealing with the North Vietnamese in efforts
to formulate a peace accord as well as his plan to cede military
operations to South Vietnam in a process called “Vietnamization.”
Most of all he appealed to protestors to calm their divisiveness
and asked the “Silent Majority” of Americans to support the ad-
ministration’s effort for peace: “The more support I can have from RETURN OF

the American people, the sooner the pledge (for peace) can be
redeemed; for the more divided we are at home, the less likely the THE SILENT

enemy is to negotiate.” M AJOR IT

In sports, the American League announced a tie in the ballot- Vesyonteanh b
ing for the Cy Young Award between Mike Cuellar and Dennis ‘ g
McClain. In a battle of division leaders, the Cleveland Browns
thumped the Dallas Cowboys 42-10 at Municipal Stadium. The
Browns completed the first half of their season with a 5-1-1 re-
cord, leading the Century Division.

The mellow tones of the Fifth Dimension pushed Elvis Presley
from number one on the pop music charts. “Wedding Bell Blues”
took the top spot and would nestle there for most of November.
Making a power play in November was Steam’s “Na Na Hey Hey
Kiss Him Goodbye”, that quickly was adopted by many a student

cheering section throughout the country.
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The halls of St. Joe continued to revel in the successes of the prior
week. The Cross Country team was honored in school and by local
newspapers for bringing home the Ohio Class AA state champion-
ship. The football team’s exciting victory at Youngstown Ursuline had
school buzzing with anticipation of an undefeated season.

Standing in the way of the Vikings was cross town rival, St. Edward.
St. Joe and St. Ed were mirror image schools, reflecting the east side-
west side competitiveness of the Cleveland area. Both schools were
created by Bishop Edward Hoban, with an all male student body based
on a comprehensive curriculum to meet the needs of the burgeoning
Catholic populations on both sides of the city. St. Ed, opening in 1949
and St. Joe in 1950 grew quickly and developed strong football tradi-
tions. During the 1960’s the Eagles often met the Vikings in the last
game of the season, with the games being legendary for hard hitting
and rousing fan spirit. In 1968, St. Joe completed its first undefeated,
untied season in the cold, muddy “backyard” of St. Edward, with a
14-6 victory. Once again, in 1969 the Eagles represented the last hur-
dle for a Viking undefeated year.

The contest was scheduled for November 8th, the last week of high
school football in Ohio. However, the attraction of such a notori-

ous rivalry led the Cleveland Plain Dealer to approach both schools
to bring the game to Cleveland Municipal Stadium as part of a high
school football doubleheader to benefit P.D. Charities. The game
would be scheduled a week later, November 15th, in tandem with the
East-West Senate Championship. After week nine the stage was set.
Benedictine, riding a 9-0 record and touted by many as the best team
in northern Ohio, would match with St. Ignatius in the opener. The
Vikings would pit their 8-0 record against 7-2 St. Edward in the night-
cap. The Viking gridders had two weeks to prepare. At stake was an
undefeated season, a Crown Conference championship, an undefeated
football class and a comparison to Benedictine for a chance for area
accolades as the best team in northeast Ohio. The peaceful first week
of November would be just the “calm before the storm” for an epic
week in Viking football.
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